Learning about nursing librarianships reflectiocns on the course in Library Technigues

at the Royal College of Nursing - 28th November - 2nd December 1983.

I am sure that in saying the course proved to be varied and enjoyable, I am echoing
the feelings of all thirtesen other course members.

The staff at the Royal College of Nureing coped very well with the alterations to the
programme which beceme necessary due to illness of speakers, and I do not think this
detracted from the overall benafit of the course.

The course was well structured in that we were given not only an overall view through
lectures on the provision of libraries in schoals of nursing snd 'Finance and the
library' but also lectures on specific tasks. This included Cataloguing, Classification
and Sources of Information. The emphasis was also on putting theory into practice,
with & large proportion of each session devoied to cataloguing/classification exercises.
This was, in my view, & strength of the course since it is possible, for example, to
think that you understand classification from a lecture on it, but it is only when you
sctuslly start to classify that you begin to see what problems can arise!

1 found the three arranged visits to outside libraries and the tour asround the R.C.N.
library especially useful since it was interesting to compare and contrast the variety
of service provision, facilities and staffing in each library. The visits slso
brouaht us closer together informally &8s & group and it was constently amazing to hear
in ponversation how different each course member's working environment was despite the
fact that most of us worked in nursing libraries.

The course ended with a feedback session which gave everycne the opportunity te ask
questions emerging from the lectures and voice idsas about the weaknesses of the courss.
Some suggested wesk aress were that the course cauld include more on user education

and library promotion and technical difficulties such as the shortage of classificaticn
schames and copies of reference books for the Sources of Information session - both
areas which it would have been difficult entirely to resolue.

1 think, howsver, it should be appreciated that the staff undartook a very difficult
task in trying to pitch the talks at just the right level for esveryaonae since there was
such e vaeriety of experience and qualificestion amongst the group (two of us, includino
myself having alresdy qualified as librarisns) that it would hauve been impossible

to go at the right pace to suit everyone. I felt this probably showed up mast in

the cataloguing ssssion where I thought that ths pace of the sessicn was slightly slow,
but I can appreciate that it may_havs been tco fast for other members.

One part of the course which I felt was particularly important was the talk on Library
Organisation and Procsdures. This is an sres which can easily be neglected in a
working situastion, since it is difficult toc look objectively at the slternative methods
of carrying out 2 particular task instead of the method at present used.

In this way, I think the course was refreshing in that it enabled us to ask guestions
about the wsy services should be provided and tasks carried out.

Daun McGerty
Library Assistant, Charles West School of Nursing

LETTERS
From the Ren Librery Staff

The Royal College of Nursing Library regularly receives reguests of the kind made by
Mrs Rowson (NISG Newsletter 3 (4) Winter 1983 3-4). However, we fesl it is neither
desirable nor feasible for us to select materials on behalf of other nursing libraries
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fecisions of this nature cesn only be made by thoss with © i

libreries, in the light of locel circumstances: client g::s::s::ii;t{hsoii;::i;id“l
gourses offered by the school, existing stock, recommendations and requests, man;y
wailable, Furthermore, the Rcn Library is not typical of other nursing libraries

#nd our services for the staff of the Rcn, and its members, as well as staff and at::dents
{811 post-basic) of the Institute of Advanced Nursing Education, are reflected in the
materisls we buy. The different funding of the schools of nursing libraries and the

flcn Library means that at the present tims we have no extra resources allocated for

our bong=-fide service to nursing libraries.

fe reslise that many staff responsible for nursing libraries have not had the benefit
of professional library training (which includes sslection skills). We are aluays

» pleasad tao discuss the problems of providing services and the facilities that are

available to help, with individuels and from time to time we run courses aon basic

t library skills for ungualified staff.

But it is on this lesval and this level only that we at the Rcn are able to offer help.

SECPLE

firs Patricis Dotter BA ALA hes recently been sppeointed as Librarisn to the Breakspear
Lic=s Education Divislon besed at Hillingdon and Mount Vernon Hospitals. She has
sreviously worked at Brunel University, Uxbridge and Slough College of Higher
fducation. She recently completed a degree course with the Open University and is
nou embarking upon a course leading to an Honours award.

AEGIONAL NEUS
North East Thames Regiaon

A study day was held by the North East Thames Regional Library and Information Service
on Monday, Sth December 1983 at Newhem Hospital Acadamic Centre.

The first spesker of the morning was Miss A Dummett, District ODoccupational Tharapist

for 1slington Health Authority, who spoke about the education of the remedial professions
#d the implications it has for information needs. Miss Jane Stephen, Librarian at

the Whitting%on Hospital, spoke to us briefly sbout the new multidisciplinsry library

at the Whittington Hospital. Thes next two speskers gave us the case for and ageinst
sultidisciplinary libreries.

Martin Sandecson, Aesistant Repionel Librarian, S.W. Themes, aquestioned what &
multidisciplinary library reslly is and whether it reslly means eccess for all. ’

pr Peter Leggate, from the Oxford Regional Library Service gave tha case for
multidisciplinary libraries from & menagerisl and administrative point of view,

The mozning session ended with a time for ouastions,

in the afternoon, John Hewlett, Regional Librarian for Noerth E£ast Thames gave news from
the Region end drew attention to some useful books and publiceticns which could be of

uss to medical librarians.

Nrs Ancgele Head, District Librarian, Newham Health Authority, spoke about new developments
in Newhem Health District Library service and future plans,

‘ i ke about choosing
N Psul Hockney, Librarian, London Hospital Medical College, spol
and installing ; microcomputer in a teachinc hospitel library and gave practicsl advice
on how to select the most ussful micvrocomputor to mest individual neads.
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Mr George Royle, Director of Nurse Education, Basildon and Thurrock Health Authority
spoke about the use of computers in Schools of Nursing, both the background to their
introduction and their present use.

The afternoon session finished with a time for guestions and further discussion.

Moira Stenhouse

The report of the North East Thames Regional Librarian for 1982 can be obtained from
John Hewlett, Regianal Librarian, West Essex Medical Centre, St. Margsret's Hospital,
Epping, Essex CM15 6TN on receipt af a self-asddressed snvelope.

PublicationeZArticlas

Council for the Education and Training of Health Visitors
Completed and on-geing research related to health visitor education, training and

practice (including local and small-scale gnguiries). The Council, 1982.

I have found this publication very useful for the health visiting students at the
Polytechnic and thought it would be worth drawing it to readers' attention. Althaugh
it provides an index to resesrch rather than abstracts, it is a valusble ccmplement to
Nursing Research Abstracts because of its specific coverage of health visiting topics
and ease of use, with references to several years of research on a topic visible at

a glance.

The register wss produced in March 1982 and an appendix was issued in May 1983. It

is arranged in twenty-three sections such as sudden death in infancy, non-accidentzl
injury, elderly, clerical help. The research listed includes work done for theses, for
employing health suthorities or ecademic departments and publishsd as journal articles
pr monographs.

Within each section the entries are arranged chronologically and show the author,

title and date finished (of complsted ressarch) or date started (of on-going research).
Dther information is given such as type of thesis, university awarding the degres,

name of employing health authority and publisher of monographs.

The register send appendix ars available free to interested librarians (one per librery!)
by writing to:

Mise M Thuaites,

Professional Adviser (Health Visiting)

English National Board for Nursing, Midwifery and
Health VUisiting,

Victory House,

170 Tottenham Court Road,

London Wl.

Perhaps nursing librarians could inform their colleagues in postoraduste centres who
may also serve health visitors.

Rossmary Clarke

Royal College of Nursing Library.
Steinberg Collection of Nursing Aesearch. Catalogus Ren, 1983, £1.00

The catalogue lists theses by nurses or sbout nursing submitted f
United Kingdom which can be read at the Rcn Library. or higher. education




