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This article will explore the creation and content of an online learning area

called 'Finding articles with BNI'. It is based on a poster presentation from the
HLG Conference 2006.

In 2004 the Royal College of Nursing (RCN) undertook a UK-wide survey to
find out what information nurses, health visitors, midwives and health care
support workers need to support their practice and lifelong learning.

We found that:

o 44% of respondents felt they would benefit from training in basic
information-searching skills

» 74% of respondents felt they would benefit from training in advanced
information-searching skills

So, within our online RCN Learning Zone we developed a unique leaming
package ‘Finding articles with BNI' for RCN members. This provides a step by
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step interactive introduction to information seeking and literature searching,
supplying those providing nursing care with the resources they need to support
their professional development.

Within this learning area RCN members can:

» Learn how to undertake a search for journal articles using the BNI (British
Nursing Index) database and print out articles available through the RCN
online journals service.

» Develop information-searching skills which will enable them to find the
information they need for practice and lifelong learning quickly and
effectively. This will save their time and increase success in finding relevant
information.

The skills learnt are not unique to BNI — they can be transferred to other
databases.

Who should use this learning area?

« Anyone involved in providing nursing care who wishes to develop their
information-searching skills.

» Beginners and those with some experience of literature searching who wish
to develop their skills.

« Users of the RCN e-library who wish to learn how to search for journal

articles using this service.

The learning area service is available FREE to all RCN members through the

RCN Learning Zone www.rcn.org.uk/learningzone
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Exploring the learning area

‘Finding articles with BNI' is a step by step interactive guide that teaches how

to search for journal articles using BNI, and print out articles available through

the RCN online journals service. This article will now explore the range of

51 T, ) T |
u_—'__-- RESOURCES | RON DIRECT ADVICE | YOUR SPECIALTY. | GETIVOLVED STTITTNT N » |

Skllls for learming

¥ You ard your leamng
- t-ﬁ;nu articles with st
* Pam saarches for.,
o What o4 | dready bnew?
P Whatis BNLF
? Mow 1 find DI
¥ Searcheg
b What dhd yau find?
b Locstrg atdes
¥ Sarng ertcies
* Logaut
o Help
b Abdaffen
¥ Resources
* Feedbock
¥ infarmation Heracy
» Stady selis
* Timg Ot
¢ E-mante lesrrng
o Adaynithe Me,
* Coming teom...
+ Mozt the Team

# QUyPortfolio Pessonal development  Clinical shills * Skills iof lomming = Acivistskiils  Discussion zone

learning activities and strategies used in the learning area.

B 00009
[ Ertwr sawch o 0

fiA [n Wy ey

Finding articles with BNI

Pl ok v BN

This feamung opprtunity lodks 3 Bew 10 psriach & Mevatore search cong BN (Brtish Nerang Indes). o bey nursng darsbans wheh
1% dovelaped by RCN Lisrary and lnimatien Seneces in partrarsng with cthr 0sgacsaitiens Throughaus Dere ws demos, quizzes
nd oppedanaiag which aow you 1 99 10 e Wil Eaching (hs dxtadase. Yoo can ink 10 B 10 Iry Sangs ot a5 you ge sleny
and o pdt your leamig ielo practice, The shills and techmiques feamt can 3lso be apgded 10 siher databases

By the end of thit learrng cppotunty yoo wil be abie to undedaba 3 search for pumal aniches wsng BN and et ot sticie
aslée thiougt ™ RON oalne pumals sevice

The Finding atities witt BN leaming 0 is wrirten By Carodine Lyrch, Assistant Lisranan, RCN UK Litvary, Landon and Angels
Perett, Listary and Inbornaton Servcas Manager, BON Wales The tto was revewed poer 10 pablic 2o by Maurean Dwyer Lidvaren
HCN Nerttemn baiand an¢ Envd Forsyth, Libranaa, RCN Scotiand

S0 Soeer ha of 590 001 Ba o0dne framitl I B leieneg 3900ty 2w Jrevided wated 51 Ol Techasieper 3¢ -

Libraries for Nursing Bulletin



Bulletin 26 (3) 2006 Libraries for Nursing

Pam searches for ...

The learning area includes a fictional case study which illustrates how
information-searching skills can be used to support nursing care. Discover how
Pam, a nurse on a children’s surgical ward, finds information to improve post-

operative pain relief.
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Find out what you already know...
Learners can use the learning area in a way that suits them. It can be followed

in order from beginning to end or by jumping straight into sections that appeal.

A quiz at the start of the learning area highlights which sections are most
relevant to learners needs, which allows them to focus in on those.
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Varied and interactive...
The learning area includes short sections of text to read, demonstrations to

watch, and activities to try. This variety ensures the learning area appeals to a
range of learning styles.
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Giveitatry...
It is important for learners to ‘Give it a try' to reinforce their learning. This
activity involves viewing references on the BNI database.
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Multiple choice quiz...
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Quizzes make the learning area really interactive and are available throughout

the zone. They can be used by learners to evaluate their own understanding.
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Reflection...

Learners develop an online portfolio on the RCN Learning Zone to capture
information and evidence that relates to their personal and professional
development. The learning area encourages them to reflect on their learning
and record this in the online portfolio so they have a record of their
development.
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What next?

We hope this learning area will motivate learners to find out more about
information searching and information literacy. A range of different resources
are listed which they can use to learn more. Resources available include
websites, journal articles, books, and an ‘Information Literacy’ learning area
which is available on the RCN Learning Zone.
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Conclusion

If you are not an RCN member and would like more information about the
learning area or a temporary password to access it please contact us at:

Caroline Lynch Angela Perrett

Information Services Library & Information Services
Assistant Librarian Manager

Royal College of Nursing Royal College of Nursing

20 Cavendish Square Ty Maeth

London WIG ORN King George V Drive East

Cardiff CF14 4XZ

Email: caroline.lynch@rcn.org.uk angela.perrett@rcn.org.uk

0207 647 3611 029 2075 1373
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