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"Would you like to go to Cibraitar?™ the University of Sheffield professor
asked me - right out of the blue - on 2 visit to the Channel Blands
recantly. The Ecucatwon Centre i Guernsey recently linked wath the
University of Sheffleld for Nurse Training Courses and the Library has
recewed the stamp of approval. It turned out that the Gibraltar Health
Authority has 2150 gone down the University of Sheffield path, but needs
%0 upgrade the Health Seudies resource

OFf course, | said that | would love to #o, in my own remaining annual
leave, if necessary. However, my hine manager saw the assgnment as
being of credit 1o ow stitution and was happy L0 lreal the days away
from work a3 part of my Continving Professional Cevelopment. A couple
of manths Later | was en my way to the Rock in a force 8 gale, losing
newent In a senes of stomach churmng descents, down from the clouds to
Just above the whipped up grey waves, as we touched the runway and
the engines roared in our ears as they cut back power rapidly. Loosening
my strangled teat belt and unpeeling my hand from the brace position an
the seat in front, | joined in the applause of the passengers and prepared
o meet my host, Kevin Piarro, Principal of the School of Mealth
Studies.

Cheerful n the drenching ram, my host saw my forlorn face outside the
tiny airport and tucked me nto hes car  parked n cavalier ashion

cutside the mam entrance, This was my first contact with Gibraltaran
nospitality and straightaway | knew that sverything was goang to be all
right. | was taken to Gibraitar’s finest hotet - The Rock - overiooking the
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Botanical Gardens and was left (o recover my senses, The room was
luxurious, with a baicony on tﬁ sides, complementary whisky, for which
| was trady groteful, and a rubber duck to play with, In the crhn-high
path | poured to restore my cramped Limbs,

The following morming dawned still rainy. From the balcony | could see a
large, industrial harbour, naval craft anc Spamn across the water After
breakfast, Kevin went through the pragramme with me and we set off
for the current location of the School and Library, at the aptly named
"Bleak House" on a diff edge overlooking the African coast and the
Strasts of Gibraltar, As the ran cleared away, Sleax House ooked a ot
less Bleak and more Des. res. We admired the view of the shipping lanes
between continents and the place where the doiphins pass through
although unfortunatedy - not while | was there,

Bleak House 1S buill arcund a courtyard, 2 haven for a flock of sparrows
that nest i every crevice, safe from predators. Wienching mysel! from
My new hobly |ornilhology) | looked over the classrooms and met same
of the 12 nurses on the Regutered Nurse course, The Library was tiny
and | started Lo make notes as to s needs and development. A long
mnterview with the College Litrarian, who 5 currently giving 2 day of his
time svery week (o the Nurses' collection, resdted In a clearer pcture
and 3 list of tasks that | could undertake back home to hela nim for the
interim, until a Mealth Stucies Libranan can be appomted. There have
Deen frustrating dedays in setting up an ISON line. Goog ICT (Infarmat ion
Communications Technology) seems to me ta be the only way forward,
for the School in general, and the Library in particsdar, | then went
through & number of ideas with the Principal and went to formulate the
skeleton of an Action Plan aver lunch.

While | was occupied with this in the Nurse/Tutors’ affice Kevin, the IT
Technician and the departing Librarian finally had a meeting ang
resolved thew problems, with the promise of Internet connection within
24 howrs,
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We then orove to the town centre at the other end of the Rack and | was
invited to sit In on interviews for the poat of Library Assistant, To and
from the office where the Interviews were neld, | had lascinating
wiompses of old Sparish busdings, with uxurant foliage hanging from
balconies, dark green shutters and dragon trees In courtyards. The little
slraets leading off the main street are aptly called “ramps™ and my calf
muscles can testify to the accuracy of that description, On the way to
the job interviews, we ran into Kevin's Exglish wife and their daughter,
They met n Caraiff 2s students and she has adapted o [ife in Gibrallar
Wilh Tew reservations, It st help to Be abie to cross the border to 2
villa 'n Span every weekena and have healthy, happy, bitingual children
who have & qood educationsl system and plenty of water sports and fun
on the family boat at the Yacht Club, Not a bad life! The family home i
a converted Methodist School with terraced gardens averlooking the
town and harbour. Having admired this ifestyle, | got back to butiness.
We saw three candidates and all agreed an a clear choice. Then | was
taken back 1o my hote! to spend a few hours before the evenaing part of
the srogramme.

On the way | spotted the Cable Car station by the Sotanical Gardens.
Leaving my Neavy briefcase and swapping the laptop for sunglasses and
camera at the hotel | ran down to catch one of the last cable cars of the
alternoon up to the top of Lthe Rock, From there the views are
breathtaking. People who suffer from vertigo should not go to Gibealtar.
In warm wmshine, by this tame, | feit elated and m hgh spints to be
explering on my first day,

The famous apes and their babiies were in evidence from halfway up the
Rock, but pecple treat these wild anemals as cudaly toys at their peril, A
few people had their lunch Sags smatched. They were delightful ammals
Lo onotograph from a safe autance. After a pleasant walk halfway down
the mountain o0 & winding country read | explored St. Michael's caves, a
vast subterranean network lined with stalagmites and stalacttes, formec

from the soft limestone. Blasting Suring the last war revesied further
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caves (the Rock 15 hollow!) and an underground lake. Concerts are hedd
n the Caves, although, unfortaatﬂy. not while | was there.

That everang | attended the Annual General Meeting af the Gioraitar
Health Authority. Dr. Vijay Kumar, the Director of Public Hesith, to
whom | tatked afterwards, made the report presentation, it trasspired
that Vijay knows the Guernsey Director of Public Health, Dr. David Jeffs,
and gave me a message and copy of the report Lo taxke 10 him. | teak
ancther copy, planning to put it mto stock n the Guernsey Mealts
Studies Libvary, as It could be useful Lo use a3 4 comparison between
health services, for students on a public health aor cammenity nursing

assigament.

The architects who are planning the conversion of a buge empty new
office block on reclaimed land at Suropa Point presented thew plans
which showed a new general hospital with the top two flcors planned as
an Institute of Mealth Studses, having a Library on both flooes I8 by »
glass atrium and stunning sea views. | felt that | would Wil to work there.
Afterwards, several useful meetings occurred Informally, as they can o
easity in & small communily,

The achitects were interested in the needs of a new library. The IT
Techmician, who works for the Gidbraltarian telecommunications firm
Nynex was also at the meeting and the hospitality afterwards. He
reported that he had just comnected the hardware to an ISOM line. which
was cheering news. We discussed the need for an IT techeician to be
trained by Nynex in ICT, and particularly in Susi-Unicom, the software
lbrary package bought for the Library. | fell that the Gibraltar Health
Authonty would scon need a fledgiing IT deparument to sort out the
glitches and gremiing waich are such a feature of the IT on which we all
depend! | had checked out Sersi-Umcorn before my visit ang it seemed
like 3 good choice for an offshere Library Resouwrce,
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After both the farmal and the informal meetings Kevin and a few friends
took me out to a pub up the road where we sat outside in the full
mooelight drinking red wine and eating tapas, n hgh spints, with a
sense of progrets made towards getting the Library on Ity feet,

Next day | woke 2arly, too excited 10 sieep, and worked on the Action
Plan while the moon slowly set over Spam and the sun rose reluctantly
behina the Rock. Kevin met me early over dreakfast where | showed him
the sones of the Plan, and we worked on some ideas and amendments. |
felt that there were major benefits to be gamed by developing close
links between owr two health comnmmunities, sharmg rescurces and deas.
The Action Plars falls mto three phases: laywng the foundations, the
move ta the Europort buflding and a vision far future development.

We crove 10 Bleak House 10 collect wime documents | nesded and then
on o Eyropa Pomt to sec the now site. The builcing 15 very fine and
should maxe a wondertul hospital. The IMLs could not be wsed as we
weee alone i the bullding and did mot fancy spending a weekend there,
n case of electnoty fallure. The top two floars wers worth the climb up
saven flights ol salis, We planned cut the Libeary layout and visualed
the beautful new Institute of Health Studies that would be ceveloped in
SUCH & perfec! ocation.

Alter that, we parted at the hotel and | was free to wander into town
and explore the shoos and restaurants. Chinese silkwear 15 very cheap
Antd every other shGo weems 1o want 1o provide you with mght attire, |
bought an emerad green silk kimono, embrosderad with dragons for
£12.95 ana serre silk pyjamas. During a conversation with the Pakistam
shop owner | heard about the grievances of thowe like himell and the
Moreccan commanity, who cannot 2asfly get permission to cross the
sorder Into Spgam. Sensing a sympathetic ear he asked me out 1o dnner,
but | suspected that = this case, 't was less my charms and more my
passport that was the attraction, so | sasd regretfully that | didn't eat
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dinner. This was true anyway, as the hotel breaxfast was encugh foad for
a day's march! -

That afterncon the sus was warm enough Lo sit out on the balcoey and
sunbathe while working on Reports and Plans an the laptop, Not too
much of a hardship! That night the sun set with a very satisfactory
display of the green ray that can be seen by the lucky few on a perfect
evenng Just as the sun ilips behing the mountams.

Next morning | finished packang and explored as much of the rest of the
Rock as was possidle. In the town there was a wedding In the Cathedral
with guests dressed to the nines, as for a glamorous nightclub, Scidiers
In white uniforms formed a large part of the male congregation. It was a
dazzling and heart-warming spectacle. Further aslony there was &
military parade outside the Gavernor’s Residence with a Drass basd and
4 lot of drill, enthusastically copled by the chilaren among the
onlookers.

The Journey back was calm and trouble-free, | missed the hespitality and
charm of the Rock as soon as | left, even though | love my home and
always feel glad to return to my island. The job of Hesith Studies
Librartan will shortly be advertised and | advise anyone who could be
happy living in a smoll community and taking on a really worthwhile
challenge with ise-minded colleagues, to check out the acvertisement,
when It appears, If anyone 15 nterested they shauld contact me and |
will iet them know when the job is advertised,

Would you like to go to Gibraltar?
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